State Wild Rivers Addition: Portions of Totogati_cRiver

Background: The legislature designates rivers as state wild rivers. The Department of
Natural Resources administers the program to preserve, protect, and enhance a river's
natural beauty and unique recreational value. The Totogatic River would join the three
existing state wild rivers: the Pike in Marinette County, and the Pine and Popple in Forest
and Florence Counties. The last time a river received this designation was in 1965. The
Brunsweiler River in Ashland County is currently proposed for this designation undera
separate bill.

Proposal The Totogatic (alsb spelled “Totagatic”) flows for seventy miles through
Bayfield, Sawyer, Washburn and portions of Douglas and Burnett Counties. The

~segments proposed for Wild River designation are the free-flowing stretches of river, and

do not include four impoundments and their associated dams. These impoundments are
Nelson Lake in Sawyer County, and the Totagatlc, Colton, and Minong Flowages in
Washburn County.

Why this river? The Totogatic is an excellent candidate for designation. The river has a
very wild character with forested banks, waterfalls, rock outcroppings, and relatively few
road crossings. Fishing is good, with many cool-water game species present and
several tributaries that support trout. There are stretches offering a challenge to
whitewater canoeists, as well as quiet water segments.

Key Points:

o The lntent of the state wild rivers program is to “preserve some rivers in a free-flowing
condition and to protect them from development.”

» The goal for the Totogatic designation is for all landowners to work together to preserve -
the wild character of the river. Ownership is primarily county forest; large, privately- -
owned forested parcels; and other private holdings. The Department of Natural
Resources will work with all of these groups to implement the designation.

» This designation was on the "Superior Days” agenda for several years in the. past It was
also one of Governor Doyle’s “Conserve Wisconsin” environmental initiatives in 2005.

» Key protections afforded by this wild river designation are:

o no human activities to change the river channel would be allowed

o no new dam, pier, or bridge construction (with the exception of new public highway
bndges foot bridges, or bridge access to residential dwellings where no '
 alternatives exist), and

- o no grading on the river bank over 10,000 square feet.

The proposed legislation would allow property owners to keep existing, modest-sized
- piers. It also allows existing forestry and recreational trail crossings to be maintained.

Author: Kathy Bartilson, St. Croix Basin Watershed Téam Supervisor 715/635-4053

For more information and to view the Totogatic River map, please visit our UW Extension

- partner’s web site: http:llbasineducation.uwéx.edulstcroileinkleiIdRiverIlndexZ.htm
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Senator Jim Holperin, Chair,

Senate Transportation, Tourism, Forestry and Natural Resources
330 Southwest

State Capitol

Dear Senator Holperin and Members of the Committee -

The River Alliance of Wisconsin is strongly supports SB 47, the designation of the
Totogatic River as a Wisconsin Wild River.

Over 40 years ago, a bill authored by Representative David Martin (Neenah, 1961-71)
and co-sponsored by Robert Haase from Marinette and Paul Alfonsi from Minocqua
proposed the creation of the Wisconsin Wild Rivers Program. Its intent was “In order to
afford the people of this state an opportunity to enjoy natural streams, to attract out-of-
state visitors and assure the well-being of our tourist industry, it is in the interest of this
state to preserve some rivers in a free-flowing condition and to protect them from
development;” ss 30.26(1). The bill won broad, bipartisan support, passed unanimously
in both the Senate and the Assembly, and was signed into law by Governor Warren
Knowles in November 1965, making it the first law of its kind in the United States. The
Pine and Popple Rivers in Florence and Forest Counties, along with the Pike River in
Marinette County were designated as Wisconsin’s first three wild rivers concurrent with
the creation of the program. Three years later, U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson took the idea
national, leading the effort to create the Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, sngned into
law by President Lyndon Johnson in 1968.

As a result of their Wild River designations, the Pike, Popple and Pine Rivers have
remained pristine, and the communities traversed by the rivers have benefitted greatly
from the fishing and recreational opportum‘ues they provide. Unfortunately, the Wild
Rivers Program has not been put to use since those first designations in 1965. The idea
of resurrecting the program and designating the Totogatic River, a tributary to the
Namekagon Wild and Scenic River, was raised by local citizens at Superior Days in
2004. The concept has broad support, and the Totogatzc is a worthy river for this
recognition and protection.

The River Alliance of Wisconsin urges your swift approval of SB 47, and looks forward
to working with you toward Wild River designation of many other worthy rivers in"
. coming years.

Sincerely, _
(ow UaAt
Lori Grant
_ River Protection Program

306 E. Wilson Street, Ste. 2W, Maaison, WI 53703 ph (608) 257-2424 fax (608) 257-9799
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TO: Members of Senate Committee on Environment
Members of Senate Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and
Natural Resources

FROM: Eric Uram, Conservation Chair -- John Muir Chapter Sierra Club
SUBJECT:  John Muir Chapter Sierra Club testimony SB 6 and SB 47 — Wild Rivers Bills
DATE: February 19, 2009

As the first state to recognize the high value of protecting free-flowing waters,
Wisconsin's Wild Rivers provide critical habitat, unique recreational opportunities,
and high aesthetic values for residents and visitors to those areas of the state. With
only three streams on this list, Wisconsin needs to move forward on identifying and
designating additional streams for the benefit of future generations. '

- The John Muir Chapter Sierra Club supports SB 47 and SB 6 efforts to expand
Wisconsin’s protections for near-pristine, free-flowing waters. All proposed stream
segments would receive special designation and treatment under this bill once
passed. This treatment would seek to keep these waters in their current or _
enhanced conditions. For this, future generations will thank us. Both SB 6 and SB
47 protect additional stream segments along with the already designated Pine and
Popple Rivers in Florence and Forest Counties and the Pike River in Marinetie
County. SB 47 gives segments of the Totogatic River special designation and -
protections. On top of protecting high-quality stream segments in the Chequamegon
and Nicolet National Forest, SB 6 would also designate sections of the Brunsweiler
River as the Martin Hanson Wild River to honor his legacy as one of Wisconsin’s
great conservation leaders. :

In addition to the Martin Hanson Wild River segment, JMC Sierra Club supports
naming additional river stretches throughout the state for the Wisconsin
Conservation Hall of Fame members to honor their efforts and give additional
recognition to their legacy. The Wild Rivers program should not be put on a shelf
and dusted off every forty years. It should be used to ensure stream stretches of _
special quality are preserved for future generations due to their existence, their
contribution to Wisconsin’s high-quality wild places, and their ability to provide critical
habitat, unique recreational opportunities, and high aesthetic value.
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Designation of Portions of the Totogatic River as a State Wild River

Six years ago the Washburn County Board began to pursue the idea of adding the Totogatic River
which flows through Bayfield, Sawyer and Washburn County to the list of state wild rivers. The
county was interested in state legislation that recognizes their local practices that protect the
Totogatic. In 2005 the DNR, Washburn County officials, UW-Extension, the Washburn County
Lakes and Rivers Association, and the Wisconsin River Alliance began working on a joint effort
to make this legislation a reality. Also in 2005, Governor Doyle included both the Totogatic and
the Upper St Croix as part of his “Conserve Wisconsin” environmental legislative initiative.

This bill reaffirms Wisconsin’s legacy of environmental responsibility and represents a
community and a State coming together to preserve a truly wild river. There are portions of the
Totogatic that are barely navigable. It flows into the Nemakagon, a wild and scenic river that .
flows into the St. Croix.

The river segments to be designated include the free-flowing reaches and exclude the four
flowages and dams. The bill includes provisions to allow maintenance of existing river crossings,
protection of wild rice habitat, and it allows maintenance of existing piers in place as of the date
of implementation of the designation.

Forty four years ago the State Legislature established the Wisconsin Wild Rivers Act and
designated three unique bodies of water: the Pine, the Pike and the Popple as Wisconsin Wild
Rivers. The intention was to afford the people of this state an opportunity to enjoy natural streams
and preserve some rivers in a free flowing condition and to protect them from development.

To say the least it is disappointing that we have not added additional rivers to this category of
protected resources. It is about time.

In Wisconsin water defines our boarders but more importantly describes our character. As a
people we must remember that we are one with the water that nourishes our bodies and nurtures _
our souls. We must care for the water and be cautious about land use policies that can spoil these
resources. :

In the Big Top Chatauqua performance “Under the 30th Star” the concluding song begins with .
these words: “What shall we give our children to live on? What shall we give our children to
dream by? Dig a deep garden, clear waters blue, for their children’s children and their children
too.” .




Like the Pine, the Pike and the Popple Rivers, the Totogatic is remote, rugged and wild. Its
unique character deserves strong protections, It is not a body of water that should be exploited for
personal profit but should be properly sheltered by pubhc pohcy that affords its publlc protection
-and use-for generatmns e

The Totogatlc isa glﬂ We have an obhgatlon to protect it. The wﬂd river leglslauon assures that
we will be responsible stewards to this precious body of water.
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Totogatic River System: Proposed Wild River
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